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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE RECREATION & AMENITIES COMMITTEE OF 
MARTLESHAM PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 14th January 2026 

 
Present: Cllr L Burrows (Chair), Cllr C Geeson, Cllr R Staines, Cllr E Thompson, Cllr H Davey, Cllr I O’Brien 
Baker, Cllr L Sheridan 
 
In attendance: Mrs R Crompton (Finance & Admin Officer, Clerk for the Meeting) & Mrs C Wintrip (Admin 

Officer) 
 
1. As  per resolution C2025/11k Cllr L Burrows to chair Rec & Am Meeting until May 2026. 
 
2. Apologies: Cllr L Galbraith 
 
3. Declarations of Interest  
3.1 Disclosable Pecuniary Interest (DPI): None declared. 
 
3.2 Local non-Pecuniary Interest (LNPI): None declared. 
 
4. Actions from last Meeting 
Ongoing or on the agenda. 
 
5. PUBLIC FORUM 
5.1 Reports from District Councillors. None 
 
5.2 Reports from County Councillors. None 
 
5.3 To allow members of the public to address business on the agenda  
There were two members of the public present – Mrs Maureen Burrows and Miss Sonya Burrows.  
Miss Burrows provided a verbal update on the Nature for Us All project see item 9.1  
 
5.4 Any issues raised by the public. None raised 
 
 
6. Finance 
6.1 Payments pending between meetings 

 
 
 

Date Payee Nett VAT Gross Reason Bank Initial 1 Initial 2 Rialtas

08/01/2026 Pod Point £4.78 £0.96 £5.74 Electric Car Chargers Admin fee 1/12/25 to 31/12/25

12/01/2026 Tobie Window Cleaning £30.00 £0.00 £30.00 Window Cleaning

14/01/2026 Ipswich Computer Services £201.64 £40.33 £241.97 Microsoft & ESET for January 2026

TOTAL £236.42 £41.29 £277.71

PAYMENT PENDING BETWEEN MEETINGS - To 14th January 26  Rec&Am Meeting
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Councillors were provided with details of Invoices that have been received and require payment.  
Decision R2026/01a To pay all the items listed above. Agreed.  
 
6.2 Payments made between meetings for approval. 

 
 
Councillors were provided with details of payments that had been made between meetings.  
Decision R2026/01b To ratify the payments in the above table. Agreed.  
 
7. Clerk’s Report: Record of decisions made by the Clerk between meetings, as required by the Openness 
of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014 
 
7.1 The updated Combined Report was provided, new entries were detailed in olive green. 
Decision R2026/01c Ratified. 
 
7.2 Install Bat Boxes at Community Hall – Installation is pending arboricultural survey. Update noted. 
 
7.3 Arboriculture Survey – James Baker from Ipswich Borough Council has confirmed that Tree officer Dean 
Welham will provide a quote shortly. Update, noted. 
 
7.4 Salc Using our play spaces – The Clerk is in negotiations with SALC on using our play spaces for 
Inspection Training. In exchange for this, we will receive one free training place for a volunteer or staff 
member. This is in the early stages of negotiations so the committee will be updated accordingly. Update, 
noted. 
 
8. Play Spaces and Sites 
 
8.1 Diamond Jubilee Bike Trails - Pre-application advice has been received for the bike trails – the planning 
officer believes it will fall under permitted development.  
Note: This advice is the officer’s informal view of the work. For a formal view we would need to apply for a 
certificate of lawful development. (A certificate of lawful use is confirmation that the work didn’t need 
planning permission because it falls within the rules of a permitted development. It is not compulsory, but 
it provides legal proof that the work is lawful for planning control purposes.) The Planning Officer suggests 
we proceed without.   
The funding application has been drafted and will be submitted to East Suffolk District Council for the Play 
CIL that is currently available. Update, noted. 
 

Date Payee Nett VAT Gross Reason Bank Initial 1 Initial 2 Rialtas

08/01/2026 Webfactory £17.99 £3.60 £21.59 Invoice 10237522 Website & Ongoing Fee's December

TOTAL £17.99 £3.60 £21.59

PAYMENTS MADE BETWEEN MEETINGS - To 14th January 26 Rec&Am Meeting
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8.2 Walk Farm Woods Car Park Update – Council Officers are still waiting for the tree survey to come back, 
the planning officer is looking at alternative providers for quotes to be obtained. Update, noted.  
 
8.3 Harry Higgins Play Space – The play inspector volunteer at Harry Higgins has notified the Council 
Officers that there is no safety belt on the inclusive swing seat. The belt is not fixed to the seat and had 
been previously removed and subsequently lost. The cost for a replacement is £132.00 but the 
manufacturer has confirmed that it cannot not be fixed in place. Councillors suggested replacing the seat 
with one that has a fixed belt.  
Decision R2026/01d Council Officers to contact Wicksteed to see if there is an option for a replacement 
seat with a fixed belt. Agreed.  
 
8.4 Disabled Parking in the Community Hall Car Park – A member of the community has asked us to 
consider having more disabled parking bays at the front of the car park. She is finding it difficult to park due 
to limited availability during events as they are always taken up. The front area of the car park is usually full 
too, which only leaves the option of parking further back.  
Decision R2026/01e The Councillors agreed there are not enough spaces and Council Officers are to check 
the budget and obtain quotes for more spaces between the existing disabled parking spaces. Agreed.  
 
9. Projects & Proposals 
 
9.1 Nature for us all at the Recreation ground – Miss Burrows provided a verbal update on the Nature for us 
all project. Charlie Zachs from The Wildlife Trust is going to be creating some insect homes to add to the 
site during her half term activities. Update, noted.  
 
9.2 Pedestrian access to the Recreation ground – Councillors were provided with papers from the Planning 
Officer and Joshua White from Suffolk Highways Community Liaison Engineer, detailing how we should 
proceed. It was noted that no hedge cutting can take place between March and August due to bird nesting 
season. Council Officers are to check the boundary hedge status, utilities and update. Update. noted. 
 
9.3 Repurposing of the Pétanque Piste – Councillors were provided with three quotes and designs for the 
Muga. The preferred option was the least expensive from Proludic at £33,926.80 + VAT.  They were also 
provided with an email from Cllr Mulchay confirming any money granted from this year’s locality budget 
can be carried forward to the next financial year. The councillors were also given an email from a member 
of the community requesting the popular Pickle Ball Markings on the new MUGA surface and some 
lighting. Cllr Geeson suggested solar lights could be an option for this.  
Decision R2026/01f to use the lower quote for the Muga from Proludic in the sum of £33,926.80 + VAT, for 
funding. Officers to confirm locality funding from County Councillor Mulcahy, potentially reducing funding 
input from the Parish Council.  Officers to then seek 50:50 funding from East Suffolk Council District Play CIL 
and other funding sources - Agreed.  
Decision R1026/01g Recreation Ground Steering Group to meet to discuss potential of Pickle Ball Markings 
on the MUGA surface and solar lighting - Agreed 
 
9.4 QR Codes for litter bins – Councillors were updated regarding The Litter Action Plan Working Group 
meeting with East Suffolk Council regarding the QR code initiative. East Suffolk Council has been provided 
with the Parish Council logo for design purposes and will supply sample images in due course. A small 
financial contribution of up to £50 has been approved to support printing costs.  
It should be noted that some of our volunteers have kindly offered to help with the application of QR code 
stickers to litter bins if required. Cllr Geeson suggested stickers could be handed out at a Neighbourhood 
watch meeting. Update, noted.   
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ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION 
10. Items for consideration 
 
10.1 Updated SID Risk Assessment  – Decision R2026/01h Councillors are happy with the updated SID Risk 
assessment. Agreed.  
 
10.2 Land Maintenance Contract Timetable for review update  – Work will begin in the office before the 
end of this month. Cllr Burrows & Cllr Baker suggested contacting the Church Warden and Village Hall 
committee to see if they are satisfied with the current arrangements and if any changes are needed.  
Cllrs Baker and Burrows to be provided with copies of the current contract and any updates to check 
through.  Update, noted.  
 
11. Trees 
 
11.1 Tree Warden Report - Miss Burrows and Mrs Burrows gave a verbal update. Update, noted. 
 
11.2 Martlesham Parish Council updated Memorial/Commemorative Tree & Seat Policy tree Policy – The 
Committee were happy with the updated policy and recommend it to The Parish Council.  
Decision R2026/01i Recommend updated policy to The Parish Council. Agreed.   
 
11.3 Lift the crown of trees at Community Hall entrance – Councillors were provided with a quote from 
Gadd Brothers and Eastwood Tree Services. Gadd Brothers visited the site to gauge what was required to 
provide a quote. Eastwood provided a quote to visit the site only. It was agreed that three comparable 
quotes were needed before it is decided who would carry out the works for making the exit out the car 
park safe.  
Decision R2026/01j three comparable quotes are required to carry out work to the trees adjacent to the 
entrance of the Community Centre carpark to reduce the three Health & Safety Risks that have been 
identified -  Agreed.   
 
12. Items for noting 
 
12.1 Any items for noting? - None 
 
13. Working Groups 
 
13.1 Recreation Ground & Kronji’s Piece Steering Group update – Meeting to be arranged. Noted 
 
13.2 Greenways Project – James will be working on the common on Saturday 17th January with his winter 
volunteer bash. They will be working to the East of the Community Centre, re-cutting gorse from the last 
few years and hopefully having a bon fire if the wind and weather conditions permit. Update, Noted. 
 
13.3 Update from the working group of the Litter Action Plan – See item 9.4 regarding the QR Codes. 
Update, noted.   
 
13.4 Martlesham Climate Action – Councillors were provided with an update from the climate action group 
regarding running heat pumps. Update, noted.     
 
13.5 Biodiversity Working Group – Councillors were informed the biodiversity working group are holding a 
meeting on Friday – an update will follow for the next meeting. Update, noted.  
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14. Social media and newsletter items (February/March) 
14.1 QR Code project to be included once rolled out. 
14.2 Neighbourhood Watch 
9.05pm – Cllr H Davey left the meeting. 
 
16. Items for consideration at the next R&AC meeting 
16.1 Harry Higgins – Inclusive Swing Seat Safety Belt. 
16.2 Community Hall – Lifting the crown of the trees.  
16.3 QR Code project updates to be added to future R&AC meetings 
 
 
 
This meeting ended at: 9:10pm. 
 

                                                            
____________________________                       

                                                                    Chairman, 4th February 2026 
 
 
 
 
 


